
AGENDA

With the review of the National School Reform Agreement (NSRA) underway, ISA is hosting this Forum 
to address important aspects of the national reform agenda and for invited Ministers and Senators to 
hear firsthand from school principals of Special Assistance Schools and Majority Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Schools. Through a panel format, school leaders will share approaches they have used 
to successfully re-engage students.
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RE-ENGAGING STUDENTS 
IN EDUCATION

ISA NATIONAL FORUM

DATE TUESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2023

TIME 8.45 AM TO 1.00 PM

VENUE DAME DOROTHY TANGNEY ALCOVE, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA

8.30am Arrival at Parliament House Go through security screening. Security will have our 
names. Participants to collect name badges at outside 
table. (See instructions next page.)

8.45am Meet in foyer Assemble inside the foyer at the security desk for passes 
and to be escorted to meeting room. 

9.00am Welcome Graham Catt, CEO ISA

9.10am Opening by Senator Senator the Honourable Anthony Chisholm – Assistant 
Minister for Education and Regional Development

9.20am Keynote address Keynote speaker – Student mental health and wellbeing 
Emeritus Professor Donna Cross OAM

9.45am Panel 1 Discussion “Breaking barriers: Innovative approaches to empowering 
students” 
Emeritus Professor Donna Cross OAM, and special 
assistance school principals: Sally Lasslett, David Wild, 
Barry Finch

10.20am Morning tea

10.35am Address by Senator Senator the Honourable Sarah Henderson – Shadow 
Minister for Education

10.45am Presentation Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander School, by Gavin 
Morris, Principal, Yipirinya School 

11.10am Panel 2 Discussion “Building Trust, Building Futures: Creating a Positive 
Educational Community” 
Special assistance school principals: Fred Heidt, Leann 
Faint, Tim McNevin, Ryan Martin, Gavin Morris

11.45pm Questions and wrap up Facilitated by Graham Catt, CEO ISA

12:00pm Lunch

1.00pm Event concludes Attendees will be escorted to foyer

AGENDA

EVENT



Independent Schools Australia  |  ABN 83 005 118 927
12 Thesiger Court Deakin ACT 2600  |  PO Box 324 Deakin West ACT 2600
T: 02 6282 3488   |  W: www.isa.edu.au |  E: isa@isa.edu.au

SECURITY
Participants will need to go through security screening 
and inspection of personal possessions – please allow 
at least 15 minutes for this process.

Prohibited or offensive implements, drugs, or other 
substances are not permitted and must be surrendered 
to the Parliamentary Security Service Officer.

Participants must be issued with a security pass to 
access the Dame Dorothy Tangney Alcove. Please 
bring a driver’s licence or other form of ID with a 
photograph. ISA staff will be on hand to assist with 
this process. 

When participants have been issued with their pass, 
they will be escorted by the Minister’s staff to the 
meeting room, then escorted to the Foyer at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 

PARKING
Paid parking is available in the Forecourt Basement. 

TAXI RANK
There are separate taxi ranks and ride share bays in 
the Forecourt Basement car park.

ISA CONTACT 
Please call Ruth Underwood on 0422 462 352 if you 
need any assistance. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
ABOUT ATTENDING AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE


